
Since his student days, Bernie has been at the forefront of the move-
ment for racial equality. In the senate, he has been a consistent cham-
pion of criminal justice reform.

Personal History

1960s   Led student protests against housing segregation in Chicago 
organized by the Congress of Racial Equality

1963   Was arrested at a protest against school segregation in  
Chicago where black kids attended school in trailers

1963   Attended the March on Washington led by Dr. Martin  
Luther King Jr.

1991   Spoke and voted against the 1991 crime bill

1994   Spoke against the mass incarceration that he knew would 
result from the 1994 crime bill

2015   Was among those who introduce the Justice is Not for Sale 
Act, which seeks to end the For Profit Prison system

sfberniecrats.com  |  sfberniecrats@gmail.com  

      BerniecratsSF          @sfberniecrats
Paid for by San Francisco Berniecrats, FPPC # 1391193.  

Financial Disclosures at SFethics.org.

Bernie Sanders on
q  Economic Justice – Address the racial wealth gap by:

•  Having a federal jobs guarantee for every American with 
good salaries through re-building infrastructure and providing 
critical services to communities

•  Ending redlining and lending discrimination, end the afford- 
able housing crisis and create a path to wealth building 
through home ownership

•  Making substantial federal investments in distressed com- 
munities of color with high levels of poverty

•  Increasing funding for Historically Black Colleges &  
Universities, make public colleges tuition free

•  Ensure children in communities of color receive their right to 
a quality K-12 education, with universal childcare

q  Criminal Justice Reform – End the disastrous “war on drugs,” 
legalize marijuana nationally, eliminate private prisons and 
detention centers, end cash bail, abolish the death penalty, end all 
mandatory minimums, seriously reform civil asset forfeitures, 
reform and demilitarize the police.

q  Environmental Justice – Address the inadequate environmen-
tal cleanup efforts of Superfund hazardous waste sites in commu-
nities of color, enact a Green New Deal to address cimate change, 
AND to protect low-income and minority communities, which are 
hit first and worst by the causes and impacts of environmental 
disasters, while also protecting existing energy-sector workers as 
they transition into clean energy jobs.

q  Address Healthcare Disparities – End the racial disparities 
in our healthcare system and guarantee quality health care to all 
people of color as a right, not a privilege, through a Medicare-for-
all single-payer system.

q  Voter Enfranchisement – Restore the Voting Rights Act, end 
voter suppression, re-enfranchise the right to vote for felons, auto-
matic voter registration, make election day a federal holiday.

Racial Justice Platform    RACIAL JUSTICE

1963 – Bernie Sanders is arrested protesting “Willis Wagons”: trailers where black  
students were sent to school instead of being allowed to attend underutilized white schools.
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